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Regulations   
• 49 CFR Part 26: 

– DOT (affects FHWA, FTA 
& FAA) DBE program for 
contracting 

 
• 49 CFR Part 23: 

– FAA DBE program for 
airport concessions  
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49 CFR Part 26 

4 



Objectives of the DBE 
Program 

 

• To create a level playing field on which DBEs can 
compete fairly for DOT-assisted contracts; 

 

• To help remove barriers to the participation of DBEs in 
DOT-assisted contracts; 
 

• Narrowly tailored in accordance with applicable law;  
 

• Firms meet eligibility standards to participate as DBEs; 
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How the DBE Program Works 
- in a Nutshell 
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1. DBE Program 

2. Overall Goals 

3. DBE Certification 

4. Contracting 

5. Monitoring 

6. Reporting 
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DBE Goal 
• Award prime contracts that 

exceed $250,000 in FAA funds in 
a Federal fiscal year  

• Overall Goals vs Contract Goals 

• Relative availability of DBEs 
• Hub Zone firms 
https://www.sba.gov/contracting/government-
contracting-programs/hubzone-
program/understanding-hubzone-program  
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What is a DBE? 
Disadvantaged business enterprise or DBE means 
a for-profit small business concern— 

 
(1) That is at least 51 percent owned by one or 
more individuals who are both socially and 
economically disadvantaged; and 
  
(2) Whose management and daily business 
operations are controlled by one or more of the 
socially and economically disadvantaged 
individuals who own it. 

•   
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Social Disadvantaged 
Members of the following groups are rebuttably presumed to 
be socially disadvantaged: 

• Black Americans 
• Hispanic Americans 
• Native Americans 
• Asian-Pacific Americans 
• Subcontinent Asian Americans 
• Women 
• Any additional groups designated by the SBA 

 Other individuals may be found to be socially and economically disadvantaged 
on a case-by-case basis.  
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Economic Disadvantage & 
Size Standards for DBEs 

• Personal net worth that does not exceed 
$1.32 million 
 

• Does not exceed SBA Small Business Size 
Standard 

• Does it exceed DOT’s overall size limit? 
– Average annual gross receipts over 

previous three fiscal years does not 
exceed $23.98 million 
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Certification (Illinois) 

• Illinois Unified Certification Program (UCP) 
– Lead: Illinois DOT Bureau of SBE w/4 partners: 

• City of Chicago 
• Pace 
• Chicago Transit Authority 
• Metra  

 

• State DBE/ACDBE Directory: http://www.idot.illinois.gov/doing-
business/certifications/disadvantaged-business-enterprise-certification/il-ucp-
directory/index 

 

• Apply for DBE/ACDBE certification, Illinois: http://www.idot.illinois.gov/doing-
business/certifications/disadvantaged-business-enterprise-certification/index  
 

• Apply for DBE/ACDBE certification, City of Chicago:  
http://www.cityofchicago.org/city/en/depts/dps/provdrs/cert/svcs/airport_concession
sdisadvantagedbusinessenterpriseacdbeordisadva.html  
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Great Lakes Region State DBE/ACDBE Directories 

– Illinois 
http://www.idot.illinois.gov/doing-business/certifications/disadvantaged-business-enterprise-
certification/il-ucp-directory/index 

– Indiana 
https://entapps.indot.in.gov/DBELocator/  

– Michigan 
http://mdotjboss.state.mi.us/UCP/  
– Minnesota 
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/civilrights/dbedirectory.html 

– North Dakota 
https://dotnd.diversitycompliance.com/FrontEnd/VendorSearchPublic.asp?TN=dotnd&XID=4592  

– Ohio 
http://www.dot.state.oh.us/Divisions/ODI/SDBE/Pages/UCP.aspx  

– South Dakota 
http://www.sddot.com/business/contractors/docs/DBEDirectory.pdf  

– Wisconsin 
http://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/doing-bus/civil-rights/dbe/certified-firms.aspx  
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Interstate Certification 
• 26.85   Interstate certification 
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-
idx?tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title49/49cfr26_main_02.tpl  
 
• (b) When a firm currently certified in its home state (“State A”) applies to 

another State (“State B”) for DBE certification, State B may, at its discretion, 
accept State A's certification and certify the firm, without further procedures. 

– (1) To obtain certification in this manner, the firm must provide to State B a copy of 
its certification notice from State A. 

– (2) Before certifying the firm, State B must confirm that the firm has a current valid 
certification from State A. State B can do so by reviewing State A's electronic 
directory or obtaining written confirmation from State A. 

• (c) In any situation in which State B chooses not to accept State A's 
certification of a firm as provided in paragraph (b) of this section, as the 
applicant firm you must provide the information in paragraphs (c)(1) through (4) 
of this section to State B. 
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Contracting Activities 
• The DOT DBE Program applies only to contracts funded 

with federal funds. 
 

• Grant Information 
 Grant Apportion 

http://www.faa.gov/airports/aip/grantapportion_data/  
 AIP Grant History 
 http://www.faa.gov/airports/aip/grant_histories/#history  
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Opportunities for DBEs 
• Highway, Street, and Bridge 
• Barricades and Traffic Control 
• Poured Concreted Foundation 
• Material Testing 
• Electrical 
• Site Work 
• Landscaping 
• Civil Engineering Design 
• Project Management 
• Other Specialty Trades 
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Who to Contact for Airport Opportunities 

• Airport DBE Liaison Officers 
• Airport Websites 

– Doing Business 
– Bid Opportunities 
– Example:   

• FAA dbE-System Connect 
https://faa.dbesystem.com/Default.asp   
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FAA dbE-System 
• Opportunities Board 

https://faa.dbesystem.com/FrontEnd/OutreachSearchP
ublic.asp?TN=faa&XID=1887  
 

• The FAA Opportunities Board is a nationwide listing 
of active and upcoming bid opportunities at airports 
across the country.  If you represent a government 
organization and would like to post opportunities, click 
on the following link to submit a query:  
faa@dbesystem.com.  
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Great Lakes Region State and Airport Opportunities 
Web Sites 

 

See Doing Business, Business or Procurement 
 

– State of Illinois 
http://www.idot.illinois.gov/doing-business/procurements/index  
– City of Chicago 
http://www.cityofchicago.org/city/en/depts/dps.html  
– State of Indiana 
https://secure.in.gov/indot/3239.htm  
Indianapolis International Airport 
http://business.ind.com/employment_business/businessOpportunities.aspx  
– State of Michigan 
http://www.michigan.gov/mdot/0,1607,7-151-9625_32842---,00.html  
– State of Minnesota 
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/bidlet/advertisements.html  
– Minneapolis St. Paul International Airport 
https://www.metroairports.org/Airport-Authority/Business-Opportunities/Solicitations.aspx    
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Great Lakes Region State and Airport Opportunities 
Web Sites 

– Cleveland Hopkins Airport, OH 
http://www.clevelandairport.com/company/business-opportunities/bids-rfps  
– Columbus Regional Airport Authority 
http://columbusairports.com/doing-business/  
- Dayton Airport, OH 
http://www.cityofdayton.org/departments/cs/purchasing/Pages/DoingBusinesswiththeCityofDayton.
aspx 
–  State of North Dakota 
http://www.dot.nd.gov/business/business.htm 
– Bismarck Airport, ND 
http://www.bismarckairport.com/index.aspx?NID=35  
– South Dakota 
http://www.sddot.com/business/  
Rapid City Regional Airport, SD 
http://www.rcgov.org/departments/airport/business-development.html  
– Wisconsin 
http://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/doing-bus/civil-rights/dbe/certified-firms.aspx  
– General Mitchell Field, Milwaukee, WI 
http://www.mitchellairport.com/airport-information/business-opportunities/  
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49 CFR Part 23 
Airport Concessions 
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• To help remove barriers to the participation of ACDBEs 
in opportunities for concessions at airports receiving 
DOT financial assistance;  

 

• To create a level playing field on which ACDBEs can 
compete fairly for opportunities for concessions; 
 

• Narrowly tailored in accordance with applicable law; 
 

• Firms fully meet eligibility standards are permitted to 
participate as ACDBEs; 
 

 

Objectives of the ACDBE 
Program 
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How the ACDBE Program 
Works - in a Nutshell 

 

ACDBE 
Program 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1. ACDBE Program 

2. Non Car Rental Concession & 
Car Rental Goals 

3. ACDBE Certification 

4. Concession Lease 
Agreements  

5. Monitoring 

6. Reporting 
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ACDBE Goal 
 

 
• Gross revenue of $200,000 for the 

preceding three years  
 

• Two separate goals: 
– Concessions Other Than Car Rentals 

Direct Ownership - Food & Beverage, Retail, Duty Free, News & Gifts, etc. 
Goods & Services – supply a product,  consulting, advertising agent, etc. 
   

– Car Rental Concessions 
 Goods & Services - vehicles, car wash, windshield repair, auto maintenance, 

consulting, insurance etc. 
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What is an ACDBE? 
Airport Concession Disadvantaged Business Enterprise or ACDBE 
means a concession that is a for-profit small business concern 

 
• (1) That is at least 51 percent owned by one or more individuals who 

are both socially and economically disadvantaged; and 
 
• (2) Whose management and daily business operations 

are controlled by one or more of the socially and economically 
disadvantaged individuals who own it. 

 
It may be a business located at an airport (or for which the 
business activity takes place at an airport) engaged in the sale of 
goods and/or services to the public or a business that provides 
goods and services to those businesses. 
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Social Disadvantaged 
Members of the following groups are rebuttably presumed to 
be socially disadvantaged: 
• Black Americans 
• Hispanic Americans 
• Native Americans 
• Asian-Pacific Americans 
• Subcontinent Asian Americans 
• Women 
• Any additional groups designated by the SBA 
 Other individuals may be found to be socially and economically disadvantaged on a case-
by-case basis.  

 
25 



Economic Disadvantage & 
Size Standards for ACDBEs 

• Personal net worth that does not exceed $1.32 million 
 

• $56.42 million in gross receipts (averaged over 
previous three Federal fiscal years) 
- $69.97 million for car rentals 
- $1 billion in assets for banks 
- 1,500 employees for pay phone companies 
- 350 employees for automobile dealers 
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Concession Opportunities 
• Direct ownership arrangement  

– Joint venture, partnership, sublease, 
licensee, franchise, or other 
arrangement in which a firm owns 
and controls a concession 

 
• A supplier of a good or service 

– Provides a service or a product to a 
concessionaire 
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Questions? 

Thank You! 
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